25-26 December
summoned to Belgrave Square. It is a constitutional practice that
the Home Secretary must be present at a Royal birth.
Saturday 26	the pope's christmas broadcast
The Pope's general health is as satisfactory as can be ex-
pected, although he still suffers from severe pains in his left leg.
The strain of delivering a Christmas broadcast weakened him.
He spoke from his bed for twenty minutes, and passed rapidly
in review the situation in the world, declaring that the sorrowful
note which this year is mingled with the joys of Christmas is
even more profound and depressing because of the fact jthat
there still rages, with all its horror of hatred, carnage, and
destruction, a civil war in Spain; there it seems that evil forces
have wished to make a supreme experiment of all the destruc-
tive forces scattered throughout the world which they have at
their command. Then he went on to make a vigorous attack in
the opposite direction:
"Among those, moreover, who pretend to be the defenders
of order against subversism, of civilisation against the spread of
atheist Communism—nay, but in this defence claim for them-
selves leadership—we sec with sorrow not a few allowing them-
selves to be dominated and be guided by false and fatal ideas,
both in their choice of remedies and in the appraisal of their
adversaries. False and fatal, we say, for whosoever seeks to
lessen or stamp out in the hearts of men, and especially in the
hearts of the young, faith in Christ and His Divine Revelation;
whosoever seeks to portray the Church of Christ, custodian of
the Divine promises, and by Divine mandate the teacher of
peoples, as the avowed enemy of national prosperity and pro-
gress, such a one is not only no builder of a prosperous future
for humanity and his own country, but, on the contrary, he is
destroying the most cilcctive and decisive means of defence
against the dreaded evils, and he is even, though he know it not,
working with those against whom he believes and boasts that
he is fighting.'1
submarine warfare in spain
A submarine attack against the Barcelona coast is reported.
Fishermen saw the firing of the torpedo about 5 o'clock in the
morning. It landed a short distance from the lighthouse, but
did not explode, as the propeller was stopped by sand. The
torpedo is described as of Italian make, about eight feet in
length and weighing two tons.
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